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sweet; and men are said to seek the pleasures of revenge.
But, if the injured man is a meek and humble creature,
if the injury does not evoke in him a burning desire to
humble his adversary, to get even with him, to assert his
-power over him, the statement that revenge is sweet will
have no meaning for him, he will have no impulse to
avenge his injury, and the imagining of injury to the
adversary will neither afford nor promise him pleasure,
On the other hand, injury to the proud self-assertive
man provokes in him the vengeful impulse, and in planning
his revenge he may well gloat upon the prospect of hurting
his adversary; and, if he is a peculiarly sophisticated
and ruthless person, he may choose such means to that
goal as experience leads him to believe will be most
gratifying, most pleasurable.

It is needless to multiply alleged instances of pleasure-
seeking ; all alike fall under this one formula: the
pleasure is not an end in itself; it is incidental to the
pursuit and attainment of some goal towards which some
hormic impulse sets.

Perhaps a word should be added concerning beauty.
Surely, it may be urged, we seek to attain the beautiful
and we value the beautiful object for the sake of the
pleasure it gives us 1 Here again hedonist aesthetic
inverts the true relations. The foundations of all aesthetic
theory are here in question. It must suffice to say that
the beauty of an object consists not in its power to excite
in us a complex of sensations of pleasurable feeling-tone
(if it were so, a patchwork quilt should be as beautiful as a
Turner landscape) ; it consists rather in the power of the
object to evoke in us a multitude of conations that work
together in delicately balanced harmony to attain satis-
faction in a rich and full appreciation of the significance
of the object.1

1 This topic is closely connected with the much neglected problem
of the acquirement of "tastes/1 a problem I have dealt with in my
Character and the Conduct of Life (20)\-

-: Since this article was put in print the International Library of
Psychology has published a volume (Pleasure and Instinct: A Study
in tfie Psychology of Human Actions. London and New York: Har-
, Brace, 1930) wholly devoted to the examination of the question